
The RBSI Program:  
Over 30 Years of Excellence
The RBSI program was 
created in 1986 through 
a partnership between 
APSA, the Committee 
on the Status of Blacks 
in the Profession, and 
faculty members Jewel 
L. Prestage of Southern 
University and Peter 
Zwick of Louisiana State 
University. The original 
program—a summer 
program for African 
American students—
aimed to increase 
diversity within the 
discipline by introducing students to the graduate experience 
and to senior scholars in the discipline. In the following years, 
RBSI expanded to include students from underrepresented 
backgrounds, and students interested in broadening 
participation in political science and pursuing scholarship on 
issues affecting under-represented groups. To date there are 
over 500 RBSI Alumni, holding nearly 70 PhDs and numerous 
MAs in political science. RBSI Alumni also hold PhDs and MAs in 
related fields and professional degrees. 

Program Details
•	 Five-week summer program at Duke University
•	 Up to 20 students enrolled each year
•	 Designed for college/university juniors
•	 Questions? Email diversityprograms@apsanet.org

The RBSI program is jointly sponsored by Duke University, APSA, 
and a 2016-2019 National Science Foundation (NSF) grant.

RBSI Director
•	 Dr. Paula D. McClain, Professor of 

Political Science and Public Policy, Dean 
of the Graduate School and Vice Provost 
for Graduate Education, Duke University 

1527 New Hampshire Ave., NW, 
Washington D.C.  20036-1206  
(p): 202.483.2512   
(f): 202.483.2657 
www.apsanet.org
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2018 RBSI Staff at Duke University 

•	 Jesse Lopez, Teaching Assistant
•	 Nura Sediqe, Teaching AssistantI. Augustus Durham, 
•	 Katie Webster, Teaching Assistant
•	 Gabriel Madson, Teaching Assistant
•	 Jasmine Smith, Assistant Program Coordinator
•	 Priscilla Torres, Assistant Program Coordinator
•	 Katelyn Mehling, Assistant Program Coordinator
•	 Doris C. Cross, Assistant to the Director
•	 Israel Durham, Writing Instructor
•	 Dr. David Siegel, Professor
•	 Dr. Paula D. McClain, Director

APSA Staff 

•	 Dr. Kimberly Mealy,  Senior Dir., Diversity & Inclusion
•	 Ms. Annalisa Dias-Mandoly, APSA Program 

Coordinator, Diversity & Inclusion 

Visit RBSI Online 

•	 Visit apsanet.org/rbsi for more information.
•	 YouTube playlist: http://bit.ly/2bDUyCx

Ralph J. Bunche, PhD




